God Uses People to Reach People With The Gospel

Acts 6:1-5 — In those days when the number of
disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews
because their widows were being overlooked in the
daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered
all the disciples together and said, “It would not be
right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of
God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers and
sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We
will turn this responsibility over to them #and will
give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the
word.” ®> This proposal pleased the whole group.
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to
Judaism.

Acts 6:8-10 — 8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s
grace and power, performed great wonders and
signs among the people. ° Opposition arose,
however, from members of the Synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and
Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and
Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. °But
they could not stand up against the wisdom the
Spirit gave him as he spoke.

Acts 8:1 — And Saul approved of their killing him.
On that day a great persecution broke out against
the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.

Acts 8:4 — Those who had been scattered preached
the word wherever they went.

Acts 11:19 — Now those who had been scattered by
the persecution that broke out when Stephen was
killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and
Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews.

Acts 1:8 — “But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

1. God used people to take
the gospel to the Ancient World... and He still uses
this method to reach the world today!

2. The Gospel in four words:

e God
e People
e Jesus

e Response

3. Jesus promised power to be His

4. Gospel doctrine creates a gospel



