Famous Faith
Romans 1:8-10

Paul wrote to the Church because he wanted to travel to Rome and hoped that the Church in Rome would
become a sending Church for him to get to Spain. Paul understood that a person’s greatest need is to hear,
understand and respond to the gospel. Paul had not been to Rome, but he was heavily invested in Rome
because these were his brothers and sisters in Christ, and he had spent much time praying for them.

Very important side note:
When something is ascribed to Jesus that only belongs to God, that’s an affirmation of deity.

The phrases, Gospel of God and Gospel of Jesus (or Gospel of His Son) are used interchangeably.
Gospel of God = Gospel of Jesus. This usage ascribes deity to Jesus.

(You can also see this in Romans 15:16, 15:19)

When the gospel is defined as belonging to God and then the gospel is described as belonging to Jesus,
that is an affirmation of the deity of Jesus. This is not the strongest affirmation of deity that we have in
Scripture. This adds to the teachings in the Bible that have even more clarity and more weight.

Paul had not been to Rome and had not met these Christians. Yet he prays for them.

There are times when you don’t need to meet people or know people well in order to pray for them.

So much of our praying is response to some type of problem in our own lives...I have found that praying
for Christians in other countries helps to diminish my natural pull toward self-centeredness.

Paul’s praying is driven by his sense of purpose in life: “obedience that comes from faith”
That’s not keeping a set of rules. That’s enjoying new life in Christ.

This is what Paul wants for the Christians in Rome:
Life with Christ. Empowered by the Holy Spirit. Hatred of sin. Love for God, love for people.

People with that type of experience in Christ will make His name famous.

Home Group Discussion Questions:
1. Is there a work of God that you see or have seen for which you praise God?
2. Do you have any apprehensions or concerns as we begin our journey through Romans?

3. In what ways have you heard or seen evidence of “famous faith” in the presence of Christians scattered
throughout our world?

4. Do you have any idea who was praying for you during that time before you became a Christian?
5. What are some ways you would like to make Jesus known?
For further study and enrichment, try these books:

The Insanity of God, Nik Ripken
The Turquoise Table: Finding Community and Connection in Your Own Front Yard, Kristen Schell
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